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WHERE WE’RE AT 


Balance the Budget? 





Every new political or ideological movement, as it starts out, carries with it 
the optimistic assurance that its adherents will not fall into the same traps as 
did those of predecessor movements. In many cases, however, the new movement is 
taken over the very same ground that the predecessor movements have trod, with the 
same pitfalls. A shining example can be seen in the current efforts by some liber- 
tarians for a constitutional amendment to require a balanced Federal budget. 

Balancing the budget has been one of the major goals of the "conservative" move- 
ment, particularly through the mechanism of the Republican Party, and it has been 
used by the "liberals" to expand the scope and increase the power of the State over 
our lives. 

Here is how this has worked: The "liberals" enact a massive number of grandiose 
schemes that increase government spending. This unbalances the budget, creating a 
deficit. The "conservatives" react to this deficit by labeling it as a threat to 
freedom and cooperate with the "liberals" in voting for new taxes to reduce the de- 
ficit. Soon after the new taxes have been imposed, the "liberals" create another 
new burst in government spending along with another deficit for the "conservatives" 
to worry about. In some cases, the "conservatives" even cooperate by approving the 
spending which leads to the deficit, particularly if it is the Defense Department 
which is involved. The cycle keeps going as long as there are "liberals" and "con- 
servatives" in office. 

It is the total amount of resources taken out of our hands by the State which 
counts, not the deficit. This total amount represents the finances over which in- 
dividuals have lost their decision-making power. By concentrating on the wrong 
thing -- the deficit -- instead of on the right thing -- total government spending 
-- the "conservatives" have been the handmaidens of the "liberals" in expanding 
government control. 

Libertarians must not fall into the same trap. Those who are spending their en- 
ergies on a constitutional amendment to require a balanced Federal budget are doing 
just that. They are not only NOT helping to curb government spending, but may ac- 
tually be helping to INCREASE it. The fact that there are more than 100 Congress-— 
persons, 26 U.S. Senators and 18 State Legislatures in support of the amendment is 
not a cause for rejoicing, especially when we realize that these people are not 
libertarians at all but statists! 

Unless our misguided libertarian brothers and sisters realize that the size of 
the budget, not the size of the deficit, is the major source of fiscal trouble and 
restriction on freedom, they will not be working on the solution. They will be 
part of the problem. 








BEYOND DADE COUNTY 


To my dear Gay Sisters and Brothers: 

The Miami vote is in. We have a long 
way to go. It won't be easy. Sure 
you're upset. Get upset. It's OK. But 
we then must realize the power we really 
have over our own lives. 

With a tally such as this (31 per 
cent to 69 per cent, ironically), we can 
no longer rely on politicians to help 
us. We must help ourselves. This vote 
is not a defeat but a challenge. The 
time has come, and the power is in our 


hands. Let us unite and meet this chal- 
lenge head-on. 

COME OUT, OUT, ALL THE WAY OUI. The 
time is now -- now or maybe never! Be- 


lieve in yourself, and realize that in 
yourself -- not only collectively, but 
individually -—- you have the power to 
bring about the change you want. 
Remember, younger people are more 
open and more mature these days, and 
time is on our side. Anita may rage on 
a few years, but there will ALWAYS be 
more of US! And you know, the darkest 
hour is always just before the dawn. 
With all the love in our hearts, let 
us keep up the faith. 
In Gay Pride, 
Michael H. Merry 
Jersey City, N.J. 


A FEW WORDS FROM KARL BRAY 
AGAINST THE WALL: 

Good to hear from you again! Please 
excuse the delayed response, but my dad 
has been holding all my mail until I got 
settled here. 

As to my health, it has improved 
since I came here for treatment. I'm 
now taking a "holistic" approach that 
includes proper nutrition, mega-vitamin 
therapy, psychotherapy, immunotherapy 
and some chemotherapy. Hopefully, 
you'll be able to call me one of "Methu- 


selah's children" a humdred years from 
now! 
Long life, 
Karl J. Bray 


San Diego, Cal. 


LETTERS # 


NOTE: 

Karl is undergoing therapy for cancer 
of the lymphatic system. The 33-year 
old tax rebel's chances of recovery are 
good, but he needs help to cover his 
medical expenses, estimated at $30,000. 
A fund has been set up by Hank Hohen- 
stein's church to assist Bray. Contri- 


butions may be sent to: Church of Moral 
Ethics, P.O. Box 674, Hermosa Beach, 
Cal. 90254. 


NOW NOW AVAILABLE! — 





ITS FIRST SEVENTY YEARS 
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DERIANIAN ~ notes 


TURNING POINT The 1977 Libertarian Party National Con- 
vention, "Turning Point — 1977," was held 
1977 July 12 through 17 at the Sheraton—Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco, Cal. It was the six 
year-old party's largest national gathering 
to date (1,500 estimated attendance) with 
the busiest schedule yet (more than 50 work 
workshops, seminars, panels and events). 

Platform Committee hearings began July 
12 at 10 aom. in the Bonanza Room. The de— 
bate got carried away at times on stylistic 
rather than substantive changes, but pro- 
ceeded rather smoothly overall wder the 
guidance of Committee Chairman Walter Grin- 
der. 

In the face of rumors that there would 
be a fight over the "Population" plank by 
"pro-life" forces, Williamson Evers recom- 
mended leaving the plank as it appeared in 
the 1975/1976 Platform. Joan Kennedy Taylor, another committee member, said she 
would hold back a stronger pro-abortion plank in reserve for the possible floor 
fight (which never materialized). 

An attempt by Brian Donerly to add a phrase opposing government subsidies for 
both abortion and child-bearing was defeated 13-to-6,. 

Convention activities were officially kicked-off July 14 at 9 aem. with remarks 
by Dr. Timothy Leary. leary's talk on personal freedom, life~extension and space- 
migration, interspersed with humorous anecdotes, was well-received by the enthusi- 
astic audience of about 150 conventioneers. 

The former LSD guru spoke of the "period of self-indulgence" which he said pre- 
cedes periods of "intelligence-increase," and noted that freedom is to be found on 
each wave of the frontier before the bureaucrats come in. 

Dr. Murray Rothbard gave the keynote address, which turned out to be his usual 
rousing optimistic speech, drawing parallels between the 1770s and the 1970s. His 
remarks were interrupted by frequent bursts of applause. 

Then the convention settled down to consider altering the LP's constitution and 
by-laws. Among the significant changes adopted were expansion of the number of re- 
gional divisions from § to 10, apportionment of delegates at future conventions on 
the basis of presidential-candidate performance as well as party membership, pro- 
vision for a convention to override -- by a two-thirds vote -- a presidential nomi- 
nee's veto of a runningmate, and renaming of the Executive Committee to the '"Na- 
tional Committee," 

From 7 pem. to midnight, conventioneers enjoyed a dinner=—cruise on San Francisco 
Bay featuring a hoteand-cold buffet as well as entertainment by belly—dancers. 

The morning of July 15 began with a breakfast talk by Prof. Earl Ravenal, the 
Lp's unofficial shadow Secretary of State. The basic thrust of Ravenal's presenta- 
tion was that there is little difference between the Nixon-Kissinger foreign policy 
and that of Carter-Brzezinski because of their shared interventionist premises. © 

Platform debates occupied most of the remaining general-session time. There 
were plenty of seminars and workshops conflicting with them, but these were gener- 
ally poorly-attended. The convention could have been expanded easily into a full 











week without adding any more activities. 

Most of the platform wrangling centered around foreign policy, with the "aboli- 
tionists" beating back attempts by elements in the California and Florida delega- 
tions to alter the almost—isolationist tone of the 1975/1976 Platform. An in-depth 
analysis of ON ACCOUNT OF TYRANNY, a pamphlet distributed at the convention by Wil- 
liam Westmiller (Cal.), will appear in an upcoming issue of AGAINST THE WALL. 

Two significant areas of heated debate involved the "Taxation" plank, in which 
the convention approved mmicipal default as "preferable to raising taxes or per- 
petual refinancing of growing public debt" (a challenge to adoption of this plank, © 
as a violation of the LP's Statement of Principles, is before the party Judicial 
Committee), and the "Colonial Independence" plank, where an amendment to sell the 
Panama Canal to private enterprise was defeated 105—to-73 in favor of returning the 
property "to the heirs of the legitimate title-holders." 

National Chairman Edward Crane cast the deciding vote to delete a phrase from LP 2 
founder David Nolan's "Human Rights Amendment" opposing terrorism after the conven- 
tion deadlocked with an 88-to-88 tie-vote. The phrase would have urged withholding 
of support from all groups using "terror tactics." An Evers amendment was approved 
changing "a so-called 'revolutionary! group" to "political or criminal groups," and 
adding the phrase, "At the same time, we recognize the right of all persons to re- 
sist tyramy and defend themselves and their rights." 

Nolan referred to the presence of an Irish Republican Army table at the conven- 
tion in his introductory remarks. The next day, the Convention Committee asked the 
TRA representatives to leave and refunded their $10 literature—table fee. 

A cocktail party honoring the LP's four national candidates -- Dr. John Hospers 
and Tonie Nathan in 1972, and Roger MacBride and David Bergland in 1976 -- was held 
in the hotel's beautiful Garden Court, attended by over 1,000 and MCd by Nolan. 

Margo St. James, chairmadam of COYOTE, conducted a workshop on decriminalization 
of prostitution, with Editor Paul Krassner of THE REALIST interjecting humor where 
appropriate. St. James reported the noteso-fumny observation that violence against 
women is on the increase, blaming criminalization of prostitution for contributing 
to this trend. About 70,000 women per year are locked up an average of 60 days on 
prostitution charges, she noted. 

Dr. Nathaniel Branden, introduced by tax rebel Karl Bray, rounded out the even- 
ing's activities with an entertaining and informative presentation of his philo- 
sophical and psychological theories and insights. Pie-throwing Yippie Aron Kay was 
observed lurking in Bergland's suite, seemingly searching for a target. It was la 
ter learned that Kay had intended to pie Leary but was talked out of it. 

John Marks, co-author of THE CIA AND THE CULT OF INTELLIGENCE, examined the im- 
plications of CIA covert activities following breakfast July 16. 

The convention's best-attended panel, "Women vs. The State," was presented at 
noon by the Association of Libertarian Feminists. Moderated by ALF President Tonie 
Nathan, the panel consisted of Linda Abrams, Diane Hunter-Gnith, Ann Jackson and 
Sharon Presley. 

Nathan began with a few observations of her own, but the one which sparked the 
most discussion was her assertion that "aggression is fundamentally a male trait." 

Abrams, an attorney, spoke on the legal obstacles to alternatives to marriage, 
which injects a third party -- "Big Brother State” -- into a two-party relation- 
ship. Hunter-Gnith urged audience members to take responsibility for their ow 
lives in dealings with the medical profession. Jackson discussed underground 
child-care, noting with obvious satisfaction that "the federal government has ef- 
fectively priced themselves out of the market." Presley called for an end to sex- 
role stereotyping as irrational and without basis. 

Robert Anton Wilson's talk on brainwashing and hedonic engineering was also 
well-attended. Leary dropped in for a few minutes but appeared to be in a hurry to 
get elsewhere. 

The high point of the convention followed, with a banquet featuring MacBride and 
Eugene McCarthy, former U.S. Senator and 1976 Independent candidate for President. 
San Francisco radio talk show host Jim Eason MCd the event, which packed the Grand 
Ballroom. 

MacBride urged party members to "put the 1976 campaign to bed," but first of- 








fered his own reflections on the "obstacles erected deliberately by the Establish- 
ment" which both he and McCarthy encountered. He said their low vote-—totals resul- 
ted from "a combination of state and federal laws passed by the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties" to maintain their dominance and "the irresponsibility of the na- 
tional news media." MacBride said that unreasonable balloteaccess requirements in 
many states used up valuable resources that could have been used for campaigning 
and increased vote-totals. 

Both he and McCarthy "may be ex-post-facto felons" due to some post-election 
changes in the Federal Hlection Campaign Act, MacBride noted. He referred to the 
act as "the Protect-the-Incumbents Act" and called it "the worst politically-orien- 
ted act passed by Congress since the Alien and Sedition acts." 

Local media were "interested, and more than fair," MacBride said. But the na 
tional electronic media "used the equal-time provision to chill debate." The next 
step for the LP is to "show we have practical clout" in the 1978 elections, where 
"we have to run people who are competent, not to mouth Randian slogans" in order to 
"compell national media attention." 

McCarthy was warmly applauded after being introduced by Eason as the person who 
"stood up to the Johnson machine." 

The former Minnesota senator quipped that he does not "get invited to many poli- 
tical meetings anymore." Libertarians "should not be discouraged by differences 
within your party," he advised, describing the groupings which formed the Republi- 
can Party in the 1850s. Referring to the Declaration of Independence, McCarthy 
stated, "I see some manifestations of that in this meeting," 

MeCarthy described his disillusionment with the welfare/warfare state: "In the 
Great Society program, we left nothing to chance. We outlawed crime, mental-retar-— 
dation and ugliness." He warned about new limitations on political commmication 
being considered by Congress. 

A total of 22,000 in pledges was raised after the banquet, including a bid of 
$1,000 for Dave Nolan's cowboy hat. 

Breakfast on July 17 with former Rep. Ron Paul (R-Tex.) began the last day's ac- 
tivities. Paul spoke of the pressures to conform which confront elected officials 
seeking to change the direction of government toward libertarianism. 

Election of party officers followed. Dave Bergland (Cal.) succeeds Eda Crane 
(Cal.) as National Chairman, Mary Louise Hanson (Colo.) replaces Andrea Millen Rich 
(N.Y.) as Vice Chairwoman and Paul Allen (D.C.) will serve as Treasurer in place of 
Francine Youngstein (N.Y.). Gregory Clark (Mich.) remains as Secretary. All offi- 
cers ran unopposed. 

The seven atelarge National Committee members are: Edward Clark (Cal.), Carol 
Cunningham (Cal.), Bric Garris (Cal.), John Hilberg (N.H.), Charles Koch (Kans.), 
Dick Randolph (Alaska) and Murray Rothbard (N.Y./Cal.). Four other candidates were 
defeated, including Dale Hemming (Minn.) who missed election by nine votes. 

The at-large members and the officers, plus Crane as past chairman, join 15 ad- 
ditional people elected by regional caucuses. Region 9 (Delo, Node, N.Y., Pa.) is 
represented by R. A. Childs Jr. (N.Y.) and Michael Fieschko (N.J.). 

At the newly-seated National Committee's first meeting that afternoon, National 
Director Robert Meier, who managed the MacBride campaign, announced his resignation 
and offered to assist the committee in seeking a successor. It was also noted that 
the 1977 Platform is being assembled and will be proofread by the Platform Commit— 
tee before it is printed (in about four months). | 

¥ # 


LOOK OUT, RALPH NADER! NOAH FUHRMAN IS COMING! 


Noah Fuhrman of Hastings—on-Hudson, N.Y. has a dream, a dream which he intends 
to make a reality: "the formation of a new consumer movement ... based not on poli- 
tical power but on economic power," is the way he put it recently in Elizabeth, 
N.J., at a meeting for his successful buying service, Purchase Power (623 Warburton 
Aveo, Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y. 10706). 

Fuhrman is launching the National Alliance for a New Consumer Movement "to get 
the individual aware, to look to the marketplace instead of to Washington." Anyone 
interested in getting involved may write to the above address for information. 





Wht 


(itt ASU OLUnATn Mm YCVTUAAAAGGANITEC, 


* TE pinwanimetnee ae a TTR 
ear dM do DUT UE 
Fa LNA A lis i WET AA UG GT! 
Ady Aiweneerneuener WAGKORMR IAP 
je SUNT NERCRIAT COUT TETURL TN A 

15jf, AMINO TOTS UIT AMUN 

1p ARATE CMT 
Y PULA LIS 
SAAT 


ANH ITN 


CCNY 
MCAT 

' ICUCUCA 
TAPE 








ILLUMINATING 
DISZORD 


Al INCERVIED WICH 
KOBERT ANTON WILSON 








usual long-winded introduction. 


Robert Anton Wilson is no stranger to these pages, so we'll dispense with the 
Suffice it to say that he was born into a working- 


class Irish Catholic family in the Garrison Beach section of Brooklyn in 1932 and 
went on to major in electrical engineering at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. A 
prolific writer, Wilson was thrust upon the national consciousness in 1975 with the 
publication of ILLUMINATUS, co-authored with Robert Shea. 

The following interview took place during the 1977 Libertarian Party National 


Convention in San Francisco 

AGAINST THE WALL: Let's start off with 
the burning question that's on. every- 
one's mind. Are you now, or have you 
ever been, a member of the Bavarian O- 
luminati? 

WILSON: I'm not sure. I think the final 
secret of the Dluminati is that you 
don't know you're a member until it's 
too late to get out. 

AGAINST THE WALL: How would you describe 
your philosophy? 

WILSON: I'm an ontological agnostic. I 
distrust everybody's ideas, including 
my owne But I'm willing to listen to 
anyone's ideas, including my own. 

I dread the logician in politics. 
Logic is fine in the sciences, but it 
becomes more dangerous than insane 
beasts when it's applied to the social 
sciences. I dread ideology! Ideology 
and morality are the chief causes of hu- 
man misery. 

Joan Baez calls herself a libertari- 
an, and my principles are very close to 
herse 
AGAINST THE WALL: Are you a pacifist? 
WILSON: I like pacifists, as a rule, but 
I am a non-invasivist rather than a non- 
violentist. I believe that an invaded 
people have the right to defend them- 
selves "by any means necessary," as the 
expression goes. As Benjamin Tucker 
said, "There is nothing sacred in the 
life of an invader," 

I'm the kind of anarchist whose chief 
objection to the State is that it kills 
so many people. Government is the epit— 
ome of the deathist philosophy I reject. 

I think it's safe to say that we have 
enough information from the revisionist 
historians to show we've been lied into 
every war we've been in for the last 50 
years. Nobody will ever get me to sup- 
port an international war. I'm aware of 
the amount of money governments have to 
deceive us into war. 

At this point, I wouldn't believe we 
were being invaded by the Russians until 
I saw Russian soldiers marching down my 
street. 

AGAINST THE WALL: Looking over your pub- 
lished works, your economic ideas seem 


to be strongly influenced by Tucker. 
What other influences have there been in 
the development of your philosophy? . 
WILSON: Tucker is certainly a major in-. 
fluence, but my economic ideas are a 
blend of Tucker, Spooner, Fuller, Pound, 
Henry George, Rothbard, Douglas, Korzyb-— 
ski, Proudhon and Marx. I always try to 
be inclusive rather than exclusive. I 
read to see what I can learn from every 
school rather than condemning any idea 
in its entirety. 

I am even more committed to unmitiga- 
ted skepticism than I am to anarchism -—- 
or to space migration, intelligence in- 
crease or life extension, for that mat- 
ter. With doubt, all things are possi-. 
ble. Doubt and courage. Pe copic 
AGAINST THE WALL: How did you become a 
libertarian? 

WILSON: Like Voltaire, James Joyce and 
Victor Hugo, I had the benefit of a 
Catholic education. I became suspicious 
of all authority, and my suspicions 
spread gradually from the Church to the 
State. A Catholic education, if it 
doesn't make you mad, tends to make you 
an anti-authoritarian. It teaches you 
to trust yourself and be suspicious of 
everybody. 

AGAINST THE WALL: What is your present 
involvement in Movement activities? 
WILSON: I've been publicizing, lectur- 
ing, writing, touring the country and 
raising hell in general to promote space 
migration, the only hope for libertari- 
anism, 

I believe libertarianism is always 
found beyond .the perimeter. The pio-— 
neers have it, and then the Central 
State comes in and fucks things up. I 
believe we'll be living in space colo- 
nies in the solar system for the next 50 
years, which will evolve into some kind 
of world government and then we'll have 
to break away and keep moving. That's 
the art of liberty. : 

AGAINST THE WALL: What is your favorite 
reading material? 

WILSON: I read almost everything from 
detective stories to modern poetry, a 
lot of science. I'm a print addict. I 








get conjunctivitis at least two times a 
year from abusing my eyes with reading. 
AGAINST THE WALL: What about Heinlein? 
WILSON: I love him. I adore Heinlein. 
It doesn't matter a damm that we don't 
agree on matters like war and peace. 

Heinlein is the finest writer in 30 
years. If the "10017 Crowd" wasn't 
against science-fiction, he would be re- 
cognized as one of the two or three 
greatest writers of this century. 
AGAINST THE WALL: What's the "10017 
Crowd"? 
WILSON: The big New York publishers. 
Most of them have the zip code 10017 in 
their address. 
AGAINST THE WALL: If you were another 
writer, how would you describe Robert 
Anton Wilson? 
WILSON: An obsessive individual who 
works too hard, smokes too much and 
seems driven by some force that is using 
him as ruthlessly as Jehovah used Jonah. 
AGAINST THE WALL: Why have you stopped 
writing for the Social Revolutionary An- 
archist Federation's BULLETIN? 
WILSON: It got as depressing as cleaning 
up dog vomit once a month. The average 
anarcho=-commnist fits Reich's descrip- 
tion of a bigemouth or a political hood- 
lun. 
AGAINST THE WALL: You've mentioned on 
other occasions that the sanest politi- 
cal proposal you've heard is William 
Helmer's "Guns & Dope Party." Could you 
elaborate? 
WILSON: Pete McAlpine of CONSPIRACY DI- 
GEST tells me that the Libertarian Party 
really is the "Guns & Dope Party" in 
disguise. It's a good idea but a hard 
coalition to organize. The dopers are 
paranoid about the gun-freaks, and the 
gun=freaks are paranoid about the do- 
pers. If we could get them together, 
they could win all the elections. It 
certainly seems worth thinking about. 
AGAINST THE WALL: After watching the 
proceedings at this convention, do you 
have any advice for libertarians? 
WILSON: I think too many libertarians, 
in their quite-justifiable rebellion 
against statism, authoritarianism and 
coercive do-goodism, have thrown out the 
baby with the bathwater. Specifically, 
I see nothing inconsistent with liber- 
tarian principles in loving and caring 
for our brothers and sisters. Libertar- 
ians, like everyone else, should try to 
love more and argue less, 

If this gets me denounced as a do- 


gooder, so be it. In a world dominated 
by do=badders, a certain amount of do- 
goodism may be needed to provide the 
evolutionary balance. 

AGAINST THE WALL: What do you think of 
the proposed "Anti-Bigotry Amendment" 
condemning Anita Bryant and Save Our 
Children for generating a climate of ha- 
tred against gays? 
WILSON: I'm 100 per cent behind it. Be- 
ing a heterosexual monogamist in the San 
Francisco Bay area, I know what it feels 
like to be a despised minority. The 
central point of American civil liber- 
ties is that unless you're prepared to 
fight for the civil liberties of every- 
body else, your own civil liberties can 
be taken away at the same time. 

I'm not only against the persecution 
of harmless minorities like homosexuals 
and potesmokers, I'm even against the 
persecution of potentially—harmful mi- 
norities like the American Nazi Party. 
We'll have a truly libertarian society 
only when everyone understands that they 
are threatened when anybody else's civil 
liberties are threatened. 

AGAINST THE WALL: You've been quoted 
elsewhere as saying that ILLUMINATUS was 
"just an expression of horror at the 
cruelties that human beings have imposed 
upon each other in this century, and the 
horror is expressed through humor be- 
cause you can't express it directly." 
Could you explain that? 

WILSON: John Adams said that "in consid- 
ering human affairs profoundly without 
weeping or laughter, I prefer to laugh." 
Indignation has been exhausted, and peo- 
ple are awakening to the absurd logic 
and philosophies used by various bands 


. of murderers and predators loose on this 


planet. 

can stand anything but laugh- 
ter, I think it's very significant that 
the only social critic who was hounded 
to death in recent years was Lenny 
Bruce. Humor is an effective weapon of 
neurological insurrection. 
AGAINST THE WALL: Do you think that John 
Adams was the head of the Dluminati's 
American branch, as some conspiracy—the-— 
orists have claimed? 
WILSON: John Adams was so dammed inde- 
pendent that he couldn't even get along 
with the Federalists, the party he 
helped to found! Even at the Continen- 


tal Congress, where old John was more 
conciliatory and less cranky than usual, 
he managed to offend everybody at least 








once. I can't imagine that crusty old 
Massachusetts farmer lasting more than 
six months in any conspiracy before he'd 
get thrown out for intransigence. All 
the literature of that period, however, 
points to Jefferson as the Dluminati 
agent in our government. 

AGAINST THE WALL: How are sales of ILLU- 
MINATUS coming along? 

WILSON: It's doing quite well. The Eng- 
lish edition is doing well, and German 
and Japanese versions are coming out, 

The fact that it's being produced as 
a 10-hour epic, surrealistic and psyche- 
delic play under the patronage of Her 
Majesty the Queen has convinced me that 
ILLUMINATUS is not literature at all but 

ic. 

AGAINST THE WALL: Why is it so difficult 
to get copies of ILLUMINATUS at many 
bookstores? 

WILSON: The fact that so many find it 
hard to get is puzzling to me, since 
Dell assured me that there was a second 
printing a month ago. It makes me won- 
der that the dammed Dlluminati may ex- 
istl 

The situation reminds me of Rex 
Stout's novel THE DOORBELL RANG, which 
critically treats the FBI and J. Higar 
Hoover. Any large paperback store would 
have all of Stout's books except that 
one. Maybe some conspiracy buff should 
investigate. 

AGAINST THE WALL: What sort of stuff was 
in the 500 pages which were edited out 
of ILLUMINATUS? 

WILSON: It was sacreligious, blasphe- 
mous, obscene, subversive, fumny, surre- 
alistic, trippy -- in short, much like 
what did get published. Actually, it 
was the best parts. 

The proportion of hard anarchist 
propaganda in what got cut is, perhaps, 
somewhat greater than in what got prin- 
ted, but I wouldn't attribute that to a 
governmental conspiracy. 

All publishers do this to new wri- 
ters. I think it's a remant of some 
paleolithic initiation rite like having 
"Kick this boob in the ass" taped to 
your back when you move into a new 
school. I knew that it would happen 
and told Shea they'd do it, so we put in 
so dammed much anarchist material that a 
lot would be left even after it got cut. 

The people who want to see that mae 
terial can be assured that some will be 
incorporated in my new novel, SCHROEDIN- 
GER'S CAT. Some of it will be out next 


month in THE COSMIC TRIGGER: THE FINAL 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATI, a non-fiction 
sequel to ILLUMINATUS with an introduc- 
tion by Dr. Timothy Leary and an after- 
word by Saul-Paul Sirag of the Physical 
Consciousness Research Group. It will 
thoroughly fuck the heads of everyone 
who thought they understood ILLUMINATUS! 
AGAINST THE WALL: How's the Discordian 
Conspiracy progressing? 

WILSON: The Discordian Conspiracy, I'm 
happy to announce, is expanding at an 
ever=accelerating rate. We have members 
not only in the U.S., but also in the 
United Kingdom, Sweden, Germany, and 
I've even heard of a Discordian cabal in 
Hong Kong. When ILLUMINATUS opens in 
Australia next February, there will be 
an outbreak of Discordian activity 
there. 

I think the Trilateral Commission 
better watcha their ass -- we've got 
them surrounded! 

AGAINST THE WALL: What are some of your 
plans for the future? 

WILSON: Besides SCHROEDINGER'S CAT, I'm 
working on a novel for Fawcett, DEVIL'S 
MASQUERADE, featuring James Joyce, Al- 
bert Einstein and Aleister Crowley. It 
deals with the Dluminati just before 
the outbreak of World War I, 

I'm also rewriting the better parts 
of THE SEX MAGICIANS and incorporating 
them into SCHROEDINGER'S CAT, 

AGAINST THE WALL: Aren't your books de- 
veloping into an integrated whole, simi- 
lar to the novels by Allen Drury in 
which the same characters appear in book 
after book? 

WILSON: It's happening organically with 
all of my books.. They're getting rela 
ted in one way or other. 

My basic field of interest is guer- 
rilla ontology. SCHROEDINGER'S CAT pre- 
sents a problem as to which is real and 
which fictitious. It's even much more 
puzzling and problematic than ILLUMINA- 
TUS. The characters in my fiction go to 
places that really exist, and I'm thor— 
oughly accurate in my detail about those 
places, Readers all over the world will 
find a place in ILLUMINATUS where 
they've been. 

My basic attitude toward readers is 
the same as Ezra Pound's. E, E. Gm- 
mings said to Ezra Pound at St. Eliza~ 
beth's, "You damned sadist! You force 
your readers to think!" But that's only 


my secondary motivation. My primary mo- 


tivation is forcing myself to think, 
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by David Holan 

1977, the year Jimmy Carter granted amesty to the draft-dodgers, marks the 50th 
anniversary of the execution of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. 

On Auge 23, 1927, the state of Massachusetts sent Sacco and Vanzetti to their 
death in the electric chair for their part in the South Braintree killings, which 
took place on April 15, 1920. 

From the date of their arrest to the day they died, Sacco and Vanzetti were 
scrutinized by the world. Many well-known authors, lawyers and humanitarians be- 
lieved in the innocence of the two men, while the judge of the trial, the prosecu- 
tor, the jury and others believed they were guilty. Their innocence or guilt has 
never been fully established, yet they were executed. 

On April 15, 1920, five men, described as "foreign-looking," murdered a paymas- 
ter and a guard and robbed them of nearly $16,000. The crime took place in South 
Braintree, Mass., approximately 10 miles from Boston. 

The country was in a "deportation delirium," accentuated by Attorney General A. 
Mitchell Palmer, who -- along with the Justice Department -- was fighting a war 
against the 60,000 "radicals," "anarchists," "reds" and "communists" trying to 
overthrow the government with bombs and bullets. 

During the spring of 1920, friends of Sacco and Vanzetti were deported. Two 
others were being held incommmicado in New York. The anarchist group to which 
Sacco and Vanzetti belonged was worried about the two men and raised money to as— 
sist them. On April 19, Vanzetti traveled to New York to find out about his 
friends' situation. Vanzetti learned, among other things, that there would be new 
government raids in the beginning of May, and he was advised to gather his group's 
literature and hide it from the authorities. 

On May 3, Salsedo -- one of the friends being held in New York -- was found dead 
on the sidewalk. It was never established whether his death was suicide or he had 
been forced to jump the 14 stories to his death. Whichever, his death scared Sac- 
co, Vanzetti and their friends. 

On May 5, Sacco arranged with Mike Boda to use Boda's car to transport the lite 
erature. That evening, Boda, Sacco, Vanzetti and another friend named Orciani left 
Sacco's house to get the car, which was at a garage for repairs. The garage was 
closed, so the four men went to the home of the owner, Simon Johnson. 

Up until this time, the police had no clues to the South Braintree killings, ex- 
cept that the men were "foreigners" and the getaway car had been foumd. The police 
in Boston notified many of the garage-owers in the metropolitan areas south of 
Boston to watch out for any suspicious-looking foreigners trying to obtain an auto-— 
mobile. 

In the town of Brockton, approximately 20 miles south of Boston, Mike Boda was 
already under suspicion for the South Braintree crime because he did ow a car. 
After the four men came to the Johnson home, Mrs. Johnson went to a neighbor and 
notified police that Boda and three other Italians were trying to get a car. Mean- 
while, the owner told Boda that it would be unsafe to drive the car since it didn't 
have license plates. The four men agreed with Johnson and left, Boda and Orciani 
driving away on a motorcycle and Sacco and Vanzetti leaving by way of the trolley— 
cars heading for Brockton, 

Sacco and Vanzetti were arrested by police on the trolley, taken to Bridgewater 
for questioning and charged with being suspicious characters. Both men, with the 
death of Salsedo fresh in their minds, assumed they had been arrested for their in- 
volvement in anarchist groups. 

At the police station, the men were questioned about their activities that 
night, and both lied to protect their friends. During the questioning, several 
witnesses of the South Braintree crime were brought in. Sacco and Vanzetti were 
not shown to the witnesses in a police lineup, nor did the witnesses have to pick 
them out. Witnesses walked in, looked at the two, and were asked if they were the 
men that they saw at South Braintree, 

The two men were then charged with unlawfully carrying firearms, to which they 
pleaded guilty. Sacco's gum, a .32-caliber Golt, was the same model used in the 
killing of the paymaster. The next day, THE BOSTON HERALD ran their pictures and a 
story saying that the two men were suspects for the South Braintree crime, and that 





several more arrests would be made. 

Orciani was arrested the next day, but charges were dismissed when he proved 
that he had been at work on April 15. Mike Boda was never seen again after the 
night of May 5 

The grand jury indicted Sacco and Vanzetti for the robbery=murder on Sept. 14, 
1920. Sacco was identified as one of the men who did the actual killings, and Van- 
zetti as being in the car immediately after the holdup. 

They went to trial on May 31, 1921. Frederick Moore, a well-known radical law 
yer, became chief counsel for Sacco. The McAnarney brothers were retained as coun- 
sel for Vanzetti. The trial lasted seven weeks, and on July 14, Sacco and Vanzetti 
were found guilty of murder in the first degree. 

Many books have been written on the Sacco-Vanzetti trial by lawyers and judges, 
pointing out that the two men did not receive a fair trial due to the prejudices of 
the surrounding areas concerning radicals, the prejudices of the prosecution and 
the prejudices of the presiding judge, Webster Thayer, who was twice quoted as say- 
ing, "Did you see what I did with those anarchistic bastards the other day? That 
will hold them for awhile." 

Throughout the trail, the prosecution questioned the political views of both 
men, which had nothing to do with the crime. The fact that both men had fled the 
country to evade the draft during the First World War was brought up more than 
once. In his charge to the jury before they began deliberations, Judge Thayer be- 
gans 

"Mr, Foreman and gentlemen of the jury ... the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
called upon you to render a most important service. Although you knew that such 
service would be arduous, painful and tiresome, yet you, like the true soldier, re- 
sponded to that call in the spirit of supreme American loyalty. There is no better 
word in the Inglish language than 'loyalty.!" 

Judge Thayer, who referred to Moore as "that long-haired anarchist from the 
West," told friends and newspapermen, "You wait till I give my charge to the jury. 
I'll show ‘em. it 

The jury convicted them on the evidence. One witness, who had been shown Sacco 
at the police station, claimed she remembered Sacco from seeing him at the scene of 
the crime, which took place while she stood on the second floor and watched the car 
from a distance of 80 feet as it moved away from her at approximately 15 miles per 
hour: 

"He was a man that I should say was slightly taller than I am. He was a muscu- 
lar — an active-looking man. I noticed particularly the left hand was a good- 
sized hand, a hand that denoted strength ... and the face was what we would call 
clear-cut, clean-cut face. The forehead was high. ‘the hair brushed back, and it 
was between, I should think, two inches and two-and-one-half inches in length and 
had dark eyebrows, but the complexion was a white, peculiar white that looked 
greenish," 

The star witness saw Sacco for a period of time no longer than three seconds, 
and said she remembered all of it for a year, from the time of the killings to the 
tdme she testified. She admitted during cross-examination that she had, on several 
occasions, bean shown Sacco at the police station, had seen his photograph in the 
newspaper and had seen him every day at the trial. 

Other damning evidence was Sacco's gim. The man Sacco supposedly shot had been 
hit six times, Ballistics showed that one of the bullets came close to matching 
those from Sacco's gun, but the other five were not even comparable. 

A cap which was found near the scene of the crime was said to belong to Sacco, 
though the cap was too small, 

Vanzetti was identified as being in the getaway car after the crime had been 
committed. 

Both were found guilty due to their "consciousness of guilt." On the night of 
their arrest, both men lied about their activities that night. Judge Thayer ex- 
plained that they lied because they were consciously guilty of the crime which they 
had committed three weeks earlier, Even though "consciousness of guilt" could only 
be termed circumstantial evidence, Thayer explained, circumstantial evidence was as 
important in a case as concrete evidence. 





The jury claimed that they found the defendants guilty on this evidence. Their 
guilt wasn't overshadowed by the facts that: Sacco was employed and worked at a 
factory a few feet away from where the crime took place, yet no one there identi- 
fied Sacco; Sacco returned to work after taking the 15th off because he traveled to 
Boston to apply for a passport, since his mother had just died in Italy; none of 
the money was ever found on the two men; the police never made any attempt to iden- 
tify or capture the other three men involved in the crime; one of the bullets re- 
sembled those from Sacco's gun, which left five bullets unaccounted for; both men, 
who had been identified as speaking good English, were hardly able to speak or un— 
derstand the language, and both men behaved unlike ruthless murderers and criminals 
during their life, their arrest and their trial. 

On July 14, 1921, the jury returned a guilty verdict. As is customary in Massa- 
chusetts, sentence was not pronounced on the two men until their lawyers had exhau- 
sted all hopes for appeals. 

During the next six years, the defense filed eight motions for a new trial. AL1 
were heard and denied by Judge Thayer. One motion became more important than the 
rest. 

On Nov. 18, 1925, while awaiting execution for another crime, Celestino Medeiros 
sent a slip of paper hidden in a magazine to Sacco. The slip said: "I hereby con- 
fess to being in the south Braintree crime and Sacco and Vanzetti was not in said 
crime," 

Medeiros gave testimony as to who committed the crime, the type of car used, who 
did the shooting, everything. The defense also submitted an affidavit from another 
prison inmate who knew Medeiros, which said that Medeiros had told him often about 
the South Braintree crime, naming those involved. The prisoner wrote that Medeiros 
thought Sacco and Vanzetti had enough money to get out but had said that if they 
ever were convicted, he would come to the front before he would see two innocent 
men go to the chair. 

Judge Thayer denied the motion due to his personal opinion of the credibility of 
Medeiros' testimony: that of a liar and a thief, just a ploy to prolong his ow 
life. 

After this denial, THE BOSTON HERALD, which had been against Sacco and Vanzetti 
from the beginning, began to have second thoughts about the case, and ran an edi- 
torial on Oct. 26, 1926 which won a Pulitzer Prize for the author —- saying the 
case should be reopened and the two men not executed until Medeiros! story could be 
checked out in the courts, , 

In recent years, Vincent Teresa, a member of the Syndicate, in a chapter of his 
book MY LIFE IN THE MAFIA, wrote of the South Braintree crime that the men named by 
Medeiros were the perpetrators of the crime, and Sacco and Vanzetti had been framed 
and made the scapegoats. 

On Saturday, April 9, 1927, the courts of Massachusetts pronounced sentence on 
the two defendants: Death in the electric chair, the execution to be carried out on 
July 10. Both men expressed, as they had done since the beginning, their inno- 
cence, 

In May of that year, the most famous statement about the Sacco-Vanzetti case ap- 
peared in THE NEW YORK WORLD, Made by Vanzetti, it became part of his epitaph: 

"If it had not been for this thing, I might have died, unmarked, unknown, a 
failure. Now we are not a failure. This is our career and our triumph. Never in 
our full life can we hope to do such work for tolerance, for justice, for man's m- 
derstanding of man, as now we do by an accident. Our words —- our lives —- our 
pains -- nothing! The taking of our lives — lives of a good shoemaker and a poor 
fish-peddler — all! That last moment belongs to us — that agony is our triumph," 

Right after midnight on Aug. 23, 1927, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were 
put to death, 








by William Hayes Cooley 
(Walk out, look up) 


Reiterating the recurrent redundancies of an aforesaid occurrence at this time is 
not, as we, realistically, Brothers and Sisters of this land, this great land, this 
land of rich and poor, separatism and unionism, fully appreciate as being in the 
best interests of our individual collectives, or of our communal individuality. 


(Pause) 


I, speaking as candidate for officeholder, don't care what size you are. I don't 
care what shape you are. In the privacy of the planning boards of the councils and 
agencies in the various branches of the Military Wing of these boards, councils and 
agencies, we, as a unit, have, I think, fairly and squarely assumed MORE (stress) 
than efficacy, efficiency, effortless effectiveness and evolutionary edicts of an 
era emancipated from mathematical multilingual and multilegended myths, fabrica- 
tions and frustrations of surrealistic futurism perpetuated by MORE (stress) than 
we have tolerated, are tolerating or will tolerate, not only as a unit of collec- 
tive individuality, ideally, but as Real People. 


(Pause) 


Sure. Sure, you think. That's all right for him. That's all right for him, but 
what about me? Am I going to stand by and be swallowed up??? NO! (look down) No, 
and Brothers and Sisters, I don't care what sex you are. Your right as a free- 
thinking citizen of this land HAS BEEN, IS, WILL BE, SHALL BE, SHALL HAVE BEEN and 
SHALL HAVE HAD BEEN defended and protected not from Brothers and Sisters (and I 
don't care what order you say that in), but WITH. 


(Stare at camera full 15 seconds, then look down, holding position an equal amount 
of time, faintly symbolizing prayer or signifying serious politics. Look up at 
camera. Camera pans in. 


I am also a Real Person. I'm no more a figment of your imagination than you are of 
mine. I'm no more a figment of your imagination than you are of yours, nor than I 
am a figment of my own imagination. 


We SHALL overcome the prejudicial pundits, pedants and pretences that we, as a Sep= 
arate Union have learned, unafraid to admit, and more than admit, to acknowledge 
that no ... (shake head, and continue shaking head) ... No, NO! We are NOT hallu- 
cinating. We never have been, nor will we ever be. 


And may I go on record as saying that from this day forward, we are tired of being 
understood selflessly and righteously by reminiscences of rekindled reaffirmations 
of redressed recognitions. 


(Long pause. Emphatic, yet dry finale. A soliloquy with a "yeah, sure" attitude; 
try to make voice break. 


The play's the thing, but the thing's the play. One For All And Free For All With 
Us Alone In The Family Of Man, 
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